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Tre the Preaching of the enſuing Sermon, I find that 

both it, and the Author hawe undergone various Cen- 

, ſures : ſome objeſt Vnſraſonableneſs apainfl it, and 0: 
thers Diſbojalty , and for this Reaſon, being not willing to lye 
under that Tmputation ; and being conſcious to my ſelf, that 
T newer entertatn'd ſo much as a Dina thought, 1 am ree 
ſolved the Sermon ſpall ſhift for it ſelf : but T am © little 
amore concern'd to ſatisfie the World, as to its feaſondbleneſs ; 
becauſe even ſome of my Friends ſeem unſatisfied, What 
needed you, ſay they, meddle with ſuch a Subje&t > why 
at this time > Could you not let things run quietly > and 


_ be content to Preach (if you muſt be Preaching) the Prin» 


th 


Cciples and Motives of and to 4 good Life, without med- 
ling with Controverſies and Diſpures ? —_ 

1 muſt confeſs, if thoſe Principles, againſt which TI Preach'd, 
had no Tnfluence on Mens Lives, or were not pernicious to 
their Souls, -T ſhould be of their Opinion ; but being convin- 
ced of both, this alone 15 ſufficient for juſtifying what IT have 
done, . But T am reſolved to be Ipgenious with the World, 
and diſcover the true Motroes that put me on this Subjeft; 
T found that one of «the Clergy of Dublin, though a ery 
Loyal Perſon , for his roy medling with the States. 


| Preface to the Reader. 


bad been juſtly ſuſpended by his Duceſan z and that the Pets 
ple (who ſeldom know or conſider the true cauſes of things ) 
thought this Puniſhment was impoſed on him, for arguing for 
Ou Ret to; the t&wder Fence they bave for that, put them 
zato es Fears aud Deſpondencies, and made them refle8 
pon the Clergy, as if they muſt ether desline the Defence 
of the Truth, which they value abeve thetr Lives, or be [i- 
lencds I -caſily ſaw what ill effeFs; ſuch Surmiſes might pro« 
Auce 5. and although ſeveral private Clergy-men ſaid enough 
to ſatisfig the People of the falſrneſs of the Concluſion - they. 
drew from that accident; yet ſeeing them: ſtill diſſatisfied, . 
I conſider d, to reewove their Jealouſies, was a work proper for 
one of an higher Degree in the Church, and being itnroited 
to Preach at St, Warbronghs, where there i5.generally.a very 
fall Auditory ; £*was glad of the opportunity of diſcharging 
my Dat), and ſatiifying the People, ani convincing many 
| Roman Catholicks, who were then preſent to ſpy out our 
Eiberty, \that we- had,' and wauld take the ſame Laberty as 
ever to defend our own Religion, and to ſhew the Falſhood of 
theirs s and 1 have fome reaſog to believe, that what I then 
delivered had & good ffet on their Minds, both as to the 
Givernment, and the Clergy, | wg 

But I -muſft further tell theſe Gentlemen, That whatever 
Policy nay feem-to be 111 bring ſilent at this time; it 15 too 
mean, and has too much of the World tia it ever to be +, 
pefied from a Clergy-man, eſpecially '.st cannot from a Bi- 
ſhop , wheſe' very Conſecration obliges him to Preach” and! 
drive away all _Erronious and Falſe Doftine, contraty 
Gods'Word, and both privately and: openly: to call upon, 
and "incourage- ottiers to the ſame: Such we believe the 
Do8rines of the preſent Charch of Rome to br; and while” 
we do fn, 1t "ts not-to be expefied that. any Worldly confide- 
ration foould prevail with us to be Silent, our Vans ob- 
lege us tothe contrary; and the Charity which me owe 
to the Souls of Men, 1s a farther tye upon, us, to warn them 
of. the danger they bring on themſdives by lifining to ſuch 
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Doftrines, or perſ, everng in them, though They have embrac'd. 
them. ' | 
We are perſwaded onr ſilence in this caſe would prejudice 
our ewn People againſt Ws, and the Truth, and flatter our 
Adrwverſaries nith hopes of our going over to them, and ſo 
confirm them intheir pernictous Errors : Eet who ſo will hold 


ſuch Errors, Truth is Truth; and muft be defended + And 


if the Romaniſts will but- do as they would be done by, they 


cannot take this ill at our: hanas , eſpecially, while we have 
net only the Law on our ſides, but alſo the Word of that King 
(who is famous for having newer broken it ) ta defend our 
Religion: and if they be angry for this, we cannot help it, 
Trath is dearer to-us, then their favour, 

We lock on the Supremacy of the Pope, and his unjuſt 
Uſurpation over Kings, and his fellow Biſhops, as the funda- 
mental: Article of Popery: and it 1s required by the ſecond 
Canon of the Church of Ireland, of every Preacher, to the ut-" 
moſt of his Wit, Knowledge, and Learning, to Preach a- 
eainſt it four times a Year : Axd the Twelfth Canon further 
requirts, That the Miniſters an all their Preachings, &c, (hall 
teach the People to place their whole truſt and confi- 
dence in God and not in Creatures, neither in the Habie 
or Scapular of any Fryer, or in Hallowed Beads, Medals, 
Relicks, or ſuch like Trumperies.. And while theſe Canons 
ftand in force, we will , we muſt do our Duty according ts 
them, and the Qrvernment would have juſt reaſon to take 
natice of us if - we ſhould emit it : And t# [1 ſee Better rea« 
fons, then Þ have yet heard, IT muſt think my Sermon a wery. 


ſeaſonable intimation of onr reſolution of being true and ſiead)y 


io ow Laws, Oaths and Duties, and that it mill be impoſſible to. 
withiraw us from thoſe Principles of Religion whith we profeſs, 
nd upon flri and diligent examination know, nt only to be 
true, but neceſſary alſo, even in ſuch a degree as to concern 


the Salvation of. Mankind, 


And let the Romaniſts take it 4s they pleaje, they. muſt” 
exp:3 a great map) ſuch, ard" blajpe themſtlves -that this 


Preface to the Reader. _ 


'" Prefice tothe Reader, 


" dlees 0w apprar tu Print : Becauſe, the falſe repreſentation - 
they made of what was then ſaid, hath made this Publication 
of 1t-neceſſ ary ;, and theſe two following Letters written to me 
ow that ko 


YY » 
» o 
bon hath ctoxwuinced me of that necefſity, + 


My wery good Lord, | 
Our Lordſhips late Sermon, Preach'd at St, War 
broughs Church in Dublin, has given me an occaſion 

of repreſenting che ſeveral Cenſures upon it to your Lord- 
(hip, and withal of freely communicating my thoughts 
£o you concerning it, The Gentlemen, who would pafs 
* forthe only Catholicks in the World, cenſure it as difloy- 
al, and tending to Sedition ; the Phanaticks are offended 
becauſe you boldly tell chem the Truth, and lay the blame 
of our preſent misfortunes (where it is juſtly chargeable) 
Ic their doors : and there is a third ſort of Men, .whom 
I may call the Politicians of the Age, that do not con- 
' demn, bur only cenſure ſome things in it ag unſealonable, 
and not fit to be Spoken in thele times. | 

It was my misfortune not to be preſent at the Delivery 
of it, but however, upon the experience of above thirty, 
years acquaintance with your Lordſhip, I can vouch as 
much for your Loyalty as my own, and do really in my 
Conſcience acquit you from any deſign of Influencing the 
People; and when I refle& upon the ſaying of St, Paul, 
Gal. 1,10, If I pleaſe Men, 1 fhould not be the Servant of 
Chriff, I am well aſſured, you diſcharged a good Con- 
{ſcience towards God ; becauſe you have been {0 little Sols 
licitous ro Study the Satisfaction of the World, 

However, becauſe © many various Ceafures are paſt 
upon it already, and neither' you nor I can foreſee what 
miſconſtrutions may be made of it for the fururez and 
becauſe ſome things are reported of it, which I hear, were 
nor delivered, to your prejudice; I chink you cannor'do 
your ſelf, nor your Sermon: greater juſtice, than to ae po 
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\ Preface to the Reader. 
cauſe againſt all Gainſayers : by this you will have an 
opportunity of vindicating your Loyalty againſt the Ex- 
- ceptions of the pretended Catholicks ; your Prudence a-' 
| gainſt the temporizing Politicians, and your Doctrine a- 
gainſt all thar are reſolved to write againſt it : And I am 
confident, let them begin when they will, if 'you need. 
 Succours, the Cauſe will not waar thoſe that ſhall afiſt. 
F am 
Soo Your Lordſhips 


moſt- Aﬀectionace 


Humble Servant 


A: Midenfis.. 


. This was followed by this Second Letter, 


People ; and though this may ſeem unneceſſary to your. = 


yet give me leave to inform = Lordſhip, that there nei- 
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' fay tot, as itis, will not fail to miſtepreſenit it ;\ /To pre- 


vent therefore them, "if nortoſatisfie yolr Friends; Thope” 
you Will be perſwaded to comply with the requeſt of,” | 
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Your Lordſhips.moſt hunible-:/1 
[1:5 % a ts 
Y-357 and dutiful Servant, | 
W. King. 


From theſe twoLetters the Readers may ſee the ſence of buth 

Aadverſaries and, Friends, and what efje8, it had on them, 
. and eſpecially the Prople 5 and by publiſhing of it, I hope at 

lesft, to get this advantage, that our Adwerſarics will be afraid 
| to miſrepreſent future Diſcourſes of-this kind, whey they ſet we 
SA have ſo ready and ſhort a way to expoſe their Lies ©, And let 
| them reſt ſatisfied, that notwithſtanding their cauſleſs heights, 
and the eonfidens brags of ſome of them, That our Relzgion 
ſball ſoon be ſuppreſs'd ; and the wheadles of others of them 'f 
by which they think to prevail with us, if wot to come” over 

to theirs, yet to ſpeak nothing in corfutation of 'it 5 we both. 
dare and will Juftifie our Selves and yur Religion againſt all 
the little petty arts of Defamation or Calumny they ca uſe _ 
agoinft us; and that we believe the chiefeft of their fliength 
confofts in theſe, 4p: | Re Pelle 
have only this one' thing more to add, That this Ser- 
E---. mon is printed as'it was preached, without any alter ation ; and 
K- - that it is own'd as the true ſence and.real expreſſion © of the 
CE thoughts and heart of the Preacher, OO 
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AQs 24. 14, 15, 16. 


Bat this 1 Confeſs unto Thee, that after the way which they 
call Herefie, ſo Worſhip I the God of :my Fathers, beliew= 
ing all things which are Written-in the Law and the Pro- 

hets; and hve hae towards God, which they themſelves 
alſo allew, that there ſhall be a Reſurrefion of the Dead, 
both of the Juft and Urjuſtl, And herein do 1 Exerciſe 
my ſelf, 19 have @ Conſcience void of offence toxards God 


ind towards Nan, 


. to Exhort with wholeſome Dodtrine, and co con- 
L ute Gain:fayers;' the one requires Rhetorick, the 
other Logick; We caniothaveaberter Precedent for chis 
than $t.'Panl, -whom for his admitable Elocution the In. 48: 14. 
fidels took for Mercury, their God of Eloquence, come 
down from Heaven z and for the profoundneſs of - his 4&« 10: 
| matter, he isftiled a choſen Veſſel, to contain the Myſte- 
; ries of Gods Kingdom:: for proof of this, I will only in« 
ſtance to you from the 334 of the 8.4 of the Romane,-ro 
the end of that Chapter, whereof * St, Auſtin and * Eraſ«* Defr. \ 
#?us ſay,” that never Tuly nor Demoſthenes could ſpeak any _ 
thing like him ; . chere being nothing mean or low in the N. Tep. 
whoſe; for if we reſpe the Perſons, here we have God, 
Chriftat-the tight hand of the Facher, Principalities and 
Powers z+if- we reſpe the things, here we have Life, 
heigth, depth, things preſent, and things to come : 'and 


if we reſpec zhe Rhetorical Ornaments, what-lnterraga- - 


T':: rhings are required in a Preacher, to be able 
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gations, what Gradations, what Ancicheſes,what contraries,. 
afnd whatre ns > ſothat this might juſtly make up the 

34 part of St. Auſtins with, thar he had ſeen Chriſt in the 

| fleſh, Rome Flouriſhing, and St, Paul Preaching. But I 
nebd' {hſs fbrch& Arguraens, this very conflid, with Ter. 
tulss is. a ſufficient demonſtration 5 whereof my Text is 
apart: for” having clear'd himſelf from-that moſt odious - 
crime of Sedition, and eyidently proved. that che Orators 
Accuſation was not only improbable, but impoſſible : he 
nay; deſcends. roirhe.orher branch of his Calumny con= 
cerning his,Religian J that as he was no.turbulene Fellow, 
nor raiſer of .Seditian in the Common=wealth ; fo. he was 
no ſetter forth, nor maintainer of Heretical Dodrines, Or 
Novelties in. the Church, i 

In the words we have theſe two party: 

'T; His Conceſſion, in theſe os.” bat this. T copfeſs. } 

' 2, His Confeſſion, in theſe words, efter the way whnch 

they call Hereſie, 8&c, | : 
_  Andiin his. Confeſfion we have theſe Particulars ; 

.1. The AR, 1 Worſbip. f 

.2..The Objee,: The God of my J.h Enter. 4 Fi 

+:3+ The Manner, ;after,. that way. wbich they tall Heneſee... 

« The Rule' of it, believing al. things. that are, Written. 
7] ah Lan, .and the Prophets, 

.. The Principal ground of 'it, and have hope towards. 
Gia, that there ſhall be a Reſurre8ton of the Dead. TY 

a -6..And laſtly, the Effe&. of. it, .apd herein do 1 exerciſe; 
m1) ſelf, to have always a Conſcience void of offence owner) 
{(God, and toward Max. 

So that if you would have a clear and perfeR. Aka : 
£ .onof, St, Pauls Religion, it is briefly-chis.; 4,Worſbiping-- 
FL - of one true God by. Jeſus Chriſt pcprding to-the Sar iptares ge 
f _ wha Peafaſt dn! g0 ik to: keep the. purity, of -the' Conſutences 
wpſpotted, in hopes of: the. future Ro dats f- ihe. Deaa,. 
Ruc-co proceed... - whoeraly [ 
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.zFrom.which, Ingenious Confeſſion ' of his/Faich before 
an Heathen, we may learn; our. own Daty';" wheſoerver will Mot. rot 
confeſs. me before Men, hini trill T confeſs before guy Father ** 
which 4s in Heavens and with the Heart May beliewethwntoi Rom. 10, 
righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto $ al" 
 wation, Iſaiah Prophelied of the times of the Goſpel, that:Cp.-44. 5: 
86 ſbould ſay, 1 am the ;Loras, and another  ſpould. be called 
& Gy the wame of Jacob; axd anotber. ſhould ſubſcribe with his 
hazd, and name himſelf by the name of Iſrael : and 'tis requi- #5. 2. 10, 
red, that not only every K nee ſhould bow ; but alſo that every 
Tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the-glory of 
the: Fath:r, The want of the means of this publick confeſſie Pſs!. r;7. 
on made the. Jews lament when they fate by the Rivers of - 
Babylon z and made Jeremy cry out, 'that the ways of 'Zion Lament. +. 
did Lament, becauſe no an cometh to the publick Afembites. ” 
And the Thief on the Croſs, for confeffing Chriſt, was 
chat day with him in Paradice; for the inward frame of 
the Heart is diſcovered by outward Devotion ; and he 
chat does not confeſs his Religion when he is pur to it, 
either has none at all, or does not much care for it. God 
fays not, I have reſerved 7000 that have not believed in 
-Baal, but whoſe Knees have nor bowed to Baal; which 
ſhews, that he expeQs a publick owning of him, as well 
25 a ſecret believing in him, and che Devil himſelf did 
not rempt Chriſt to believe in him, bur to fall down and 
Worſhip him , and the chree Children choſe ro be burned, 
rather than give Adoration to Nebuchsdnezzars Golden 
Image. | | 
| Lhinery N aamans example | when I bow my ſelf before the 1 King. $4 
Idol Rimmon] is much objected againſt what I have ſaid © 
bur for anſwer to this, conſider firſt, that Naoman was - 
then but a Novice in Religion, and had nor yer learned 
- 20 deny himſelf for God, 2. Naaman ſpeaks nor of any. 
Religious Worſhip to be performed to R;zzwmon, bur of a | 
civil Office to be done to his Prince, 43. Becauſe Naa- 


4 ; E - | [ 
- manknew that this Action could not bur be ſcagdalous'ts C 
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+ "others; and polluted with the! cireumſabce of | time and* 
| nts he confeſſed it was alin; and.delires/Gods mercys 
Laſtly, wedo'not find that Naamanever did” it, -but ons 
ly feeling or fearingihis own infirmity, he defires che Pros 
phers Prayers, either that he mighcnor-fall, ar if he did, 
that God would forgive him to which the Prophet aſ- 
ſents, andthat only-in ſuch a form of ſpeech,as is anuſus 
\ al valediction, as Go in peace, or Gods peace be with 
"Thats are-two main impediments of this publick Cons 
feſfion of Chriſt, Shame and Fear. They.thac are aſham- 
ed, are ſuch as love the Praiſe of: Men more then the 
Praiſe of God, When: Kiſſes taught young:Neoptolomy _ 
the Art of Lying, the youth being of an ingenyous na- * 
ture, ask'd him, how it was poſſible to tell a Lye withoue 
blufbing ; he anſwered him, that a man ought-never to + 
be aſhamed of any thing, whereby profic may be: had, 
And if we ſeriouſly. conſider (it, 'tis ftrange that. any 
Chriſtian ſhould be aſhamed of his Profeſſinn, which 
brings him o great gain, as an eternal weight of Glory, 
We have a common proverb, that he that is afhamed of 
his Trade, ſhall never thrive by it ; and *tis alcogether as 
true, that he ſhall never ſave his Soul by. Religion, who is 
aſhamed to profeſs it; 'Tis confeſs'd, the time -was, when 
Nicodemus came'by night to- Jeſus z and when Foſeph of 
Arimathea was a ſecret Diſciple, but it was when they 
were punies in. Chriſtianity : but when Rejigion was 
firmly rooted in them, they joyned openly in che. honog» 
G _-. _rable. Interment of our Saviour; and thus Se: Pasl confeſt 
Rem, 1.16. he: was not-aſbamed of the Ctoſpel of Chrift, h 
The ſecond-impediment is Fear; This cauſed Moſes to 
ftageer at the-Commands of God. this made Elijhafly 
from the Womanith chreats of Jezabel, and St. Peter de- 
ny his Maſter, Fear.is ſo bad a Counſellor-in-the'Ser- . 
Fudg. 7+ 3- vice of God, that Gideon when he was ready to-joyn bat: 
-rel withche Enemy, proclaimed, that. Roloarer bang: 
be as | ws: IQ 


(15 ) 
ful ſhould Gepart 5-and fo timerous- Qh:iſtians: are nor fit, 
tight the LordsBattles s therefore 'tis ſaid, 1he Fearful, Rev xr; 
ans! the U,beliewers,: and the Atominable, ſball have their 
| Portion in the Lake that burns with Fire and Brimflane, 
1 never heard nor-Read of a more reſolute Band of $0l-. 
diers, then thoſe Seditious followers of Catal:ze ,” their 
Souls flicted fiom their Bodies before they moved from) Salef. 
their Stations ; and the place they Fought on when alive, 3:2 <4 
they covered with their Bodies when- Dead : and the His 
ſtorian tells -you, the: reaſon was,. becauſe they carried 
their *:-Riches, their Glory, cheir Life, their Liberty, their * Divas, - 
Country, and al! cheir hopes intheir right hand. Change. Pecue,Glo-+ - 
bur the Perfons and the Story is outs; for in our Chri 1157 Pee” 
ftrian Warfare we bear a.Crown of Glory, Eternal Life, tw, atque 
Spiritual Liberty, and our Heavenly "Country in - our On 
rieht hand; and to. him only that overcomes, ſhall all Aris porsan 
this be given :- For be the» Faiibfel io the En, and [.n,k.ve. 
grve thee the Crown of Lif-. ; jr FO 3s IOW 
Yer neither St, Pau!s Practice, nor my Diſcourſe, does 

encourage any to run into unneceſſary dangers ; for he 
that loves Danger, ſhall Periſh in it. To precipitate a: 
Mans ſeit into needleſs Peril, -is ſenceleſs Folly ; and ro do 
ir our of oſtentation, is meer vanity :. But-when' a Mans 
Profeſſion obliges him to give Evidence: for.the Truch, to 
be then neither aſhamed of Chriſt, nor of his Goſpel, nor 
fearſu] co ſuffer for it, is neceſſary true Chriſtian Courage. . 
| The Antiene Law of governing the Roman Army was 
reduced to two heads, nec ſ-qut, nec fugerez not 100 ven- 
rureſomly, to make a raſh purſuit without.need ; and when 
thete was occaſion, nor by too tumorouſly running away 
co betray the cauſe to the common Enemy: and thus a _ 
Chriſtian ought nor to ſetk danger when be is ſtee,; nar 
co'than it when it is offered, Behold, ſays Chriſt, { ſezd 
you- forth as Lambs in the midſt of Wolves, be ye therefore 
wiſe as Serpents, and Innetent as. Doves, * __ 
- - There 1s @ time. when the:Advice of: Gell;us takes place 

Eve. 
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_evenin Religion 5 thar when the City-labours with Sedi- 
- - tion, -'cis not-the: parcof a good. Citizens to-- profeſs him-: 
ſelf a'Newter, bur-to joyn- with: the party that. hes 
righc on irs ſide, and fo help to ſuppreſs..the ocher,. and 
2P2in there is a time, when the Example of Lroniitus Biſhop 

- of Antwch is more imitable: that is, to/give offence: to 
Neither party ; for Wiſdom & Juſtiſied of her Children, And 
©... .thus much of the firſt thing, v7, rhe Conceſhon, in theſe 
words, | but this I confeſs. ] EEE VPt; (7 oh 

Before I ſpeak of the Confeſſion, which is the nexc 
"thing, I willonly remark this to you ; that St. Pau! firſt 
clears himſelf from being a Rebel: againſt the Stare, ' be- 
fore he attempts to prove the Orthodoxy of his Faith, or 
the Purity of his Religion: From whence I deſire you: to 
obſerve , that thoſe men that profels never ſo much of 
Religion with never ſo much of Zeal, are to be looke up- 
on as falle Teachers, ſo long. asthey continue their rebel. 
lious-and ſedirious praRtices againſt the State : and theres. 
fore let our diſſenting Brethren take notice, that while 
they in conctempr of Authority oppoſe the eſtabliſh'd and 
known Laws, by their Riotous, unlawful Aſſemblies, thar 
their Religion and Profeſſion of Faith is falſe and errone- 
. ous, and quite contrary to St, Pauls here in my Texcs 
which is the next thing I am to handle, in theſe wory, 
[ I worſbip the- God of my Fathers, 8c. } 

And in this I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the Act Worſhip, and 
in doing thereof, I will not ſpend time in confuring that 
frivolous diſtin&ion of che Papiſts, of Latria, Dulia, and 
Hyperaulia, the firſt they ſay, is that Worſhip which is 
properto God; the ſecond, which is due tothe Creatures 
and the third of a middle nature, leſs than what is due 
to God, and more than is due to the Creature, and this 
(they ſay) is only due to the Virgin Mary, I know they 
have borrowed this diſtinRion from St. Au#ine; but have 
much wreſted it from his ſence: PForas they have added 
3thixd member to che diſtingion, (to wit) Hiperdy bs, 
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of religious Worſhip, called Dulzaz | but they expreſs con» 


_—_— 


(3) - ON 
fo it is certain, that St, 4uftin by Dulia did not unders 

Rand any religlousor:ſpiricual Worſhip, which is only:due _—_ 
to God ; but an External civu VVorſhip, ſuch as men give Serviius - 
ro Princes,. Maſters, and Paſtors : * aſervice'of the: Bo- #7hm. - - _. 
dy, but not of che Mind, as-he ſpeaks. 117 5? 57 211 Joo Re: | 
..1 The. Saints indeed are. to be honoured for Tmitation's) i but Mge 6 59» 
wat. to br agored. for Religion,;, Neither \does that Father ;441,,4..46 
ſay, that Saints arg to be: 'Worſhipt wath an inferieurikind «> * 


trary ;. for we honour them (fays he) with the honour of 'Lvve Honoranue . 
and. Fellonſhip,.- as our Brethren and Friends: but not with c0* Charr: 
Serwice, as our MaFers and Commanalrs. 10s I ES 
\ We dot deny'that there are degrees of Honour : bur «bid: © © 
to atcribuce the leaſt degree of the Service of the Spirit to 
any Creature, we abhor , becauſe that is ſohely due, and 
proper to God, who only, in all times, places, and chings - 
ſees, guides and ditpoles of all, us, and ours.. God is zot 
wocked z . and; therefore will not ſuffer his: own expreſs . 
Word to be eluded with ſuch frivolous diſtinRions. 
But as one:complained, that: the Laws were like Spi- 
ders Webbs, wherein the lictle Flies are taken ; bur the - 
great-ones break through ; ſo we may ſay of theſe Popiſh - 
Subcilties, becauſe, that though they cannot caſt a miſt be= 
fore the eyes of God, and rational conſidering men, yet 
they 'may deceive the poor ſimple Lay Papiſt 3 who igoes 
on roundly to work in his blind Devotion, he, poor man, 
muſt needs remain incangled in groſs {dolatry,..: And there- 
fare theſe, Popiſh Ring-ledders are noc_unficly compared © 
Te) Bawds, (it 15 King 1James: his expreſlion in .the -like 
caſe ) who though they do not actually pollute cheir own 
Bodies yet are a means of proſticuting others co all fil 
thine(s,. . But I-leaye them. and recurn to-0ur Apoſtles [T 
worſhip the God of agy. Þ athers, } This: Worſhip is twofold; 
I. External. 2, Internal, The external YYorſhipis prints. . 
cipally chreefalde!- nl 20 ent nem ; 
. I. The preaching and beaging ob-Gods Word, . - 
Gs 2 ba. - 
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- 2, Theinvocating of bis Name 

1:3, Thereverend uſe of the holy Sacraments; wh, 

«>. 2:25 As tothe preaching and hearing of: Gods Word, he 

- = *xequires nothing more earneſtly , «chan that the People be 

++... , taught the knowledge of chemſelves, of God, and of Re- 

Was. F$. 1; ligions Sonof Mn, faith Gad, cry aloud and ſpare not, lift 
Alote. +8, wp thywozre like a Trumpei, and Go and Teach all Nations 
Gor, 1. faith Chriſt; :and Wars we, faich the Apoltle, if 1 preac 

>; 5H 4, 70t the Goſpel z and he charges Timothy before God, and 

3512..." before the Lord Jeſus Chreft, who ſhall Judge both the quick 

and the drag, that he Preath the Word, and be inſtant 1h 

| : ſeaſon, and ou: of ſraſon, SEE pM as 

Row. 10. And as Preaching is the Miniſters Duty, fo it is'the 

= be. Peoples to hear: for how can they believe 1m him, of whom 

18, they have not hrard : and wiers there 4s no Viſton, the People 

Periſh, Fairh is like the Lamp, and the Preaching of the _ 

Word like Oyl ; and asthe Lamp wichour a fre(h ſupply 

of Oyl does go out , ſo Faith does decay withour Preachs 

Mark 6, 10g :- wherefore it is written of our Saviour, that when 

34 tHe found a Multitude without a Paſtor, he was moved with 

Compaſſion towards them, | | 

The ſecond part of this external Worſhip is Invocation 

of his Name; and chis is ſo natural to us, that we uſually 

lift up our Eyes to Heaven in any ſuddain exigence, even 

#f.50. x5, before we conſider the danger, or conſult onr reaſon; and 

God commands us to call upon him #7 the day of trouble, 


. . Fxod. 32, and he willhear us, This is ſo gfevalent that ir binds up 


10. the hands of the Almighty, L-t me alone, faith God to 
Miſes, that my Wrath may wax hoj againſi them, - No mar- 
vel then that St. Fames lays, the Prayer of the Faithful a- 
Ttaileth much, if ut be fervent, In a word, he that does not 
Zſa.|53. 2. Pray, is an Atheiſt; for Dvid faith,. that only the Poet, 

Po who jaith-ia his heart, there ts-ns God, doth no:-call upon the 
Name of the Lord. Kt Wenger oh 

: I fear, if meaſures were taken of our being or not being 

_ _ Atheiſts, by the frequency of our Prayers, there are too 


-Fames 5. 
16. 


= 


: = 
- _ ante i. 
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or tice upon a port aftd pg £00, more out bf ot 

than Devotion, *and never to think more of their 

ell Sai#7 "ome again, does acquit theth fromthat charge. 
1emb » God will be ca fed wp; or he will not, 


- The- third part of this External Worthip is the reverend 
uſe/-of the Sacraments; and let me tell you, they are not 
indifetent things, which we may ufe, or not-uſe, at our 
pleaſure; as E/ther faid, Tf T periſh, 1 periſh. There is 2 

- more, (: hriſtian [/f ] in the Lev that is, If we. obey the az. 28- 
Communds of Chrift, we muſt aſe them ; for he ſayes, Go, 
peach all Nations, Baptifing them, and take ye, eat ye, drink 9. 27. 


: Foc pits the Lacedemonian Lawgiver (to oblis 'e them 
to amore ftrict obſervance of his Laws) made the Lace- 
demorians take an Oath to obſerve them till his return, 
and ther took a journy, with a reſolution never to ag 
2p2in: and cauſed his Aſhes to be thrown into the Sea, le 
his People finding them, ſhould think cherfſelves abſoly 'd 
from their Oath: 

And thus, . our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt being to leave his 
Diſciples, obliges them to the uſe of his Sacraments, till 
his return, never intending to return again in humility, bu 
in, glory : If a dying Friend ſhould give you a Ring.}as a 
token of his Love, and charge you to keep it for his ſake, 
would you defpiſe an inſtance of ſo great Kindneſs > How 
comes it” then” to paſs, that we ſo little value fo ineſti- 

mable a Jewel, as the. bleſſed Sacraments, which are the 
Badges of our Chriſtianity, whoſe Value and Dignity does  -* 
not flow from the outward Elements? For, what is the 
ſprinkling of a little Water 2 the eating of a bit. of Bread, 
or the drinking of a {ſu = JEN pd from rhe Qrdi- 
nance and; Inftiurution © riſt, jaſt, as; a piece | 
"0 tf «om TE Seat hy 46 U ont, earns AS 
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- And truely, if, would kopaken or Celts Soldiers 
we ought not. to be aſhamed 'of his\mark, the Holy Sa- 
' crament of his Body and Blood. | Ph = 


There are two things generally: objeRted by many, that, 
are: called Chriſtians, againſt receiving of, it; the, one..is, 


; : 
ff A S® 


that if they partake'of it unworthily, it -will prejadice 
them: Such would do. well to conſider ;. that until. rhey 
put themſelves into a condition of Receiving it. Worthuly, 
they cannot be, in a condition of dying ; and how, dange-: 
rous it 'is not to be always ſo, the uncertainty.,ot this. life 
I | ORE II OUTS ode: 
\ The other Objetion is,, That they are not yet. willing 
to part with their Sins, to which. the Receiving / of the 
Sacrament obliges them; and therefore they will defer 
Communicating until they are: OJd; and; have: a. mind to' 
repent, and part with their Sins. .. Such would. do. well to 
conſider that they may fall ſhort of the time, they defign 
for that Work; or if they ſhould not, that. God may not 
givethem then Grace to Repent. And thus. much of Ex- 
ternal Worſhip, which I told you, conſiſts: im Preaching, 
and Hearing, in Invocation, and the reverent uſe; of the 
Sacraments. | ATT S 
The other part of his Service, 1s, Internal ; that is, the 
worſhip of the Spirit, without whuch all our. Preaclupg, 
Hearing, Praying, Chriſtniog, and Communicating; are 
'but like a Sepulcher outwardly, beauttifu}; but 1nwardly 
full of corruption : for though the- outward-Form js that 
which. approves, us to Man; yet it is the inward frame 
that juſtifies us to God. , Who does not like ſuch Profel- 


cap. 7-8: ſors as *ZZoſea" compares to a balf baked Cake; and Ezekiel 


Cap. 24.6 


R. Job.4-24: 


to a Pot, whoſe ſcum is therein ; -For God. is. a Spirit, and 
-He will, nay, He muſt be worſhipt in Spirit and 7ruth. 

. = Some there are, who, with E/op's -Dog, . ſnatch at the 
"ſhadow, and loſe the ſubſtance; that is, place the whole 
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Exerciſe,” and- external. Adora- 
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_ Which 1 have ſpokenof the external and interrial Worſhip 

 dueto God. Inow proceed to the ſecond particular ththe 

Confeſfion ; and that is the Object of his Worthip, the God 

of my Fathers. CS AR ay on 

Obſerve no Saint, -nor Angel, no Creature, nor Throne, 

 ___noDominion, nor Power, no Heatheniſh Deity, but the on- 

 Exod.20. Iy true God in Jeftis Chriſt. 7hou ſhalt Worſhip the Lord thy 

God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. And, See thou db 7t not, 

©. 22.9- (faith the Angel in the Revelations to St. Fohn;) 7 am thy 

Jow creature, Worſhip God. | 38, 

" The Manichees worlhip'd two Gods, a God of Gool, - 

ind a God of Evil ; and the 7ritheits three Gods, whence 

they had their Name; the Yalentinians worſhip'd thirty 

couple of Gods, and the Gentiles, as St. Auſtin gbſcrves, 

thirty thonfand Gods ; thence they worſhip'd their Adul- 

terous Jupiter, their Beaſthy 4poſo, their Drunken Bac- 

thus, their Baſtardly #ſculapins, their 'Thievith Mercary, 

', their Bloody Mars, their Impudent Yevus, and their Spite- 

De Deo ful Juno; as Zanchy obſerves. And the Papilts. have e- 

ag & ve- qualf'd, if not exceeded, the Heathens in the number of 

' their Gods, and their ſuperſtitions Ceremonies ;” as. may 

appear by the practice of the common: people in theſe par- 
ticulars. OT et Ne, hd 

1. The Pagans had their ſeveral tutelar Gods for feveral 

places ; for De/phos worſhiped Apollo, Crete, Fupiter, Athens 

Minerva, and Epheſus Diana : And fo in Popery,, England 


- 


wotthip'* d St. George, Seotland St. Andrew, Ireland. ON Pa trick, | 
Penice St. Mark, and 2i1/ain St. Ambroſe. 

2. Th Paganiſm they had ſeveral Gods for ſeveral Ele- 

ments; as Jupiter for the Fire, Jano for the Air, and Ney- 

Fun? for the Sea: And fo in Popery,, they have Agathvs for 

the Fire, the Theadulus'for Tempelts, St. Barbara for Thun- 

 - der; andSe. Nicholas for the Sea. YI 

- © - 4. In Paganiſm they had ſeveral Gods te pray to for 

- their. Cattel, and their Fruit ;- as Par fortheone, *Ceres = 

A 1 ee I | the 


- 
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m1wothe OIEDS. 5. Ah Wits: FEY Popery 
they have Vrhaves forthtir Wine? Follies for their Fruit, 
Wandelinus for their Sheep, Eul los for their Horles, and b 
St." Anthony for their Pigs. © | 
RW Paganiſin ſeveral' Profeflions had ſeveral Gods to 

Pray to; as Scholars Apollo, SOldiers/MHars, Stiiths Vulcan, 
and Hunters Dima: { in Popery | Scholars have St. Gregirn 
Soldiers 'St. George, Smiths 'St. Zoy, atid Shoomakers St. 
Criſpin. 

5. InPaganifm they had ſeveral Gods to pray to in ſeve- 
ral Diſeaſes ;as 4poYlo for the Plague, Hercules for the Fall- 
ing Sickneſs, and Licina for Women in Childbirth ; and ſo 

if Popery, St. Rech-for the Plague, Petronelli for the Ague, 

-« rogroag] For. the 'Toorh-ach, Anaſtacis for the Head- 

4 

Laſtly, To thefe, both Pagans and Papifts build Churches, 
erect Ali ofdain Prieſts; appoint Feſtivals, ſetup Statues, 
and burnCanilles, as Maſcalus obſerves ; they did. not Tearn Conm.ie- 
this frotri our Apoſtle, the fole Object of whoſe religious 7/2 ©: 
Worſhip was the God of his Fathers, that is, the God whom 
his Fathers Worſhip'd. 

There-can' be nothing; 'more- opprobriouſty-objefted in 
Religion than Novelty ; There are a People who have made x95.5.8. 
Liws of their own, ſad Haman of the Jews, and the Areo- | 

Fes of St. Paul, Let us hear what new Dofrine this is 2 4#7. 
for Innovation diminithes the venerable Authority of Re- 7 
ligion : and therefore it is the Politicians Rule, not to- re- 
move arit exſtorn-wher well (atted : the very Names of - 
our" Pathers' and" Predeteflors Tiway much.; tor the Wo- 
man'of Samara, you know, alledged the example of her 
Fathers againſÞ Gods Commands; Oar Fathers, fayes the, Fob4: 20. 
Worſhip. din this oe oe Þut our Saviour tells hex, Sal- +» > 
viattou'Ty uf Fhe X84 the Gentiles excepted. againſt * 
Chriltfaniy, HE Ie wotitd”r Bop eOpocin the. Wayes 
of \theiF Fathers but! 24 K to, atd preferve thole Res 
which ederpmrr iron ofn apeto age; andthe: lere- 


1OTT.. 


ricks themſelves, t9//gain-er 
ſed to fa , fol 


the Fathers. 233. NOT 71x. ok IRE 
"And the Roth " Ap not object any” thing more” ma» 

_ lifiquſly,;, "ok An to the ignorant -amongt--15; than 
that -we,hag-our, Religion only,trom-Luther,: and Calvin, 
(Which't IE ey themſclyes cannot burknow-n-their {Gore 


MAP 45 


, Judgment of the Primtive Fathers, and exclude our Pro 
CgerS. from all hope:of Salvation. But -notwithſtand- 
-that. they. brag the, Fathers are all: theirs, like; the 

O Metrhan that challenged; all: the Ships that, « cams.into. the 
Htbour for his own; yet. ittis. .evident .to any One: that 
is but manly converſant in reading their Authors;"that 
they eſteem the Fathers but as Counters, which at play: 


are ſometimes placed; for Pounds, and ſometimes forjiPence ;- 


for where they ſeem to favour them, 1 they commend and ad; 
0 mire them; and where they.are clear againſh aemythey Jer 
7" ciFyabd deſpiſe them. Otherwiſe, if theFathers are-theirsz 
and if they would have us believe they are. their princi 
pal Witneſſes, Why do they cut out-their Topgues, with 


their falſe :gloſles, and RAO of what, they,gg not 


a 


Aike? 7-1 \ ro BEA orocty FF 4 


PI. The Examples of : our Progeuitors.” Qr. Predeceſiars, 

.. are.no infallible rutes for us. to tollow ; for we 'multinot 

”;, with the Phariſees tranſgrels the. commands. of God ”Y f he 
on 15s tradition of qur.. Fathers, "7 


Sevens '. We muſt n ot, with the Je es, a er Sacrgfce ” the Gann 


44s 17- of Heaven, becauſe our Fathers.dt "oj0,,cantl; 3 was, well with 


: Ag them,” Why did the Land, periſh, and was. burnt ap like a 
$4 A, = #7 Jerneſs 2» But becauſes the - people walked after Baalim; 
phuch their Fathers taught them... qlhoraſoreahn .Prop ct 
fayes''Þ 4 tk not 7n the wa of Jour Fi URERS: | 
'*1 "oe ration of . their. CRE: wt Lich. ſhall. uot "ſee thel 
Ss 1 Vec donot make the caſe: of our Fore-Fathers, that! 
ed 1; Pope fry, ſo defperate as they repreſent-it ;-for: welds 
nat 


a ye:received, fol have inor mgineIg 
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wo rettones if 


not queſtion; but'-many oof them held firm* th ' Founda : 


” 


| &. 8 1s 


tion, though” thach? Z7iy and'SrubPle Was Þiiflt pon'-it7 
for though they mipht be fore/d'by rerror, or thduced By 
ſleight, to partake of the*common errors of rhe*Church 


hold” the! Faith implicitly 7" /preparatione Yuimi; tat 45,, * 


Ls 


be: ready-[to \embrace'it, "when God ſhould" reyeal it. to 
4.: God might illuminate whom he pleas'd by his Spi- 


rit in- thoſe times of darkneſs, when the means of Know- 
ledge was wanting; GwhHith 1s not 'now 1n-this.Stm ſhine 


of the: Goſpel,>to be expected) as he cnlightned the world 


by-anexpanded Light-before: he created rhe'Stin, ' which 
is; ſince theofdiniry way of giving Light; and as he fed 


the Jfraclites with Manna in the Wilderneſs, which he: 
withdrew :as/ſoonfas they: exme into'the Land of Promiſe.” 


For 2when' ordiriafhy: meatls'"are afforded; extraordinary 
tuft neither be egpefted;- nbt'relied-upon: fo that your 
lee; there [15:4 vaſt: difterence between the cate of our 


- Forefathers,- and thetcaſe' of thePapiſt now; who: wilful- 


ly; ſhut-theiritieyes-againft the 'Light' offered to them. 
Whenghe ordinary -mearis/RU'd; God" was able to' fave, 
2diidid fave inthe .mid({t'of that? Blindneſs, thoſe that 


belongtd:to the EleQtion of His Grace : But ir cannor be 


theretore ſafe for us to' negle@ To great Salvation as is 


now.2dffered|.co-us, upati' pretenice of our. Forefathefs bc- Cyprian 


ins; otherwiſe principled//! -} -* 194 


| oF 


- , Ep.63 *Þs 
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Tf my-Predeceffors, 1a FIC Cy prian, "have ot taught,” 0r:17 0.0. 


held, either through foplicinys or -ipnorance, that which our $i quis de 


Lord has taught them, by his Pxample, "or ' Authority, the 
Mercy:of God might 'pandon them; but we © cannot rely upon 


the like Mercyzi.mho' have' ſo'clear "a-propoſal of Dr 
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ners, and charity, .to think, hope, and ſpeak well of-otrr 
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Fathers; but ir is both Wiſdom. and Divinity" ec 
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- of Rome: I fay, if they did-think on-this, they would 
Now at leaſt, being ſo very obnoxias;-for-their own 
A _ prefervation, cloſe wih-us x2 our Communion, ' and. not 
— . eparate from that manner of Worthip:which we:give to 
= the - of our Fathers, with ths Apoftte. here wt the 
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Text, which was the obje&, and the ſecond thing I was to 
ſpeak of, and leads me to the manner of his worſo:p, which 
15 the rhird particular, in theſe words, after that way which 
they tall Bereſje, | | ED 
 Whence Ye may firſt obſerve, that it is no new thing 
for Religion, and the Profeffors thereof, ' to be traduced: - 
for Chrift was ſcoft at as a Carpenters Son ; and Chriſti- 
anity is called Zereſie, and Chriſtians Gallleans; and 
this proceeds from the innate Malice and Ignorance 
that every Man has in him ſince the Fall ; which, as 
the Spider extra&ts poiſon out of the-ſweeteſt Flowers, 
makes the worſt interpretations of the beft things 
and aCtions;. - ſo that if David dance zealouſly before 2 5:n.s. 
the Ark, he ſhall not want a Micho! to laugh at him: 5415-16 
 andif Ezetah deſtroy Idolatry, ſme Rabſhekah will not - 
ſtick to lay, 1s rot this the God whoſe Altars Ezekiah 
broke down. Tf Mary Magdalen pour a little Oyl on the 
Head and Feet of our Savidur, ſome Fudas will be rea- ,,, -, 
dy to ſay, what meeds this waſte. Conſtantine, for his j. - 
bounty to the Church ſhall be called P»piilus, one that 
"needs a Guardian ; and 7heodof#rs for his piety 1mbellts, a 
Coward : But as the Moon goes on filently in her courſe, 
tho' Dogs do bark at her, fo let us go on in our Rego 
Worihip, without regarding*the calumniations of our 
Adverlaries. | | 
2. Obſerve, That if we be morally certain, that what 
we profeſs is true, and according to God's Word, it mat- 
ters not that the Papiſts call us Rereticks, and the Se- 
paratiſts call us Papiſts ; Truth will juſtifie it ſelf., St. Par! 
you ſee is not offended that they call his Religion Hereſie. 
And this. brings me to the fourth thing in the Text, 
namely, the Rule, in theſe words, Be/ieving all things 
that are written in the Law and the Prophets, God, who 
requires man to worſhip him, has preſcribed a Rule for 
his-direftionz. and leſt this Rule. aug: be forgotten 
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- -or corruptedin trat of time by bare oral Tradition of it 
from age toage, he committed it to Writing ; for though 
theWord ſpokenbemore efficatious,yet the-Word written 
is more durable: therefore it. was that Moſes was com- 
manded to. write the moral Law 'in two -Tables.; - and 
that the Spirit in the Revelations ſayes write; 'and here 
St. Paul makes the: Rule of his Faith, all that is writtey 
tu the Law and the Prophets. | KSL. 7 
It would not be proper now to diſpitte whether it be 
neceflary to f{alvation, for a_man to beheve all that is 
written in-the Old and New Teſtaments ; and therefore 
I ſhall only ( for reſolving this doubt, and many other 
ObjeQions, that may follow thereupon) offer theſe few 
particulars. | '. 
' 1. That every diſtinf ſentence of the holy. Scriptures 
does command and require our Belief as much as the 
Whole, or any one part of ghem. $i : 
2. That though a man may be ſaved without know- 
ing all that is contained in the Scriptures, yet if he re- 
fule-to give credit to, any part of them (whenit is revealed 
to him a$s-ſuch ) he-cannor be faved.  ___ +. 
-...:3« That” every man is not only obliged: under pain of 
Damnation, to believe aff that 1s Scripture, when xc- 
vealed to him; but he is alſo bound to believe what 
i5Not revealed to him in preparation, of mind, "',. 
4. That we may and ought to infer from St. Pals 
words in the Text, that the Scriptbres are a ſufficient 
Rule of Faith, and that there is-,enough contained” in 
"them, without any othe1 additions,, both for our DireCti- 
on and Practice. | | 
Yet I deny not, but that an undoubted Tradition, if 
we were fo well aſſured of the truth of it, by a general 
'confent of all Ages, as we are of the truth of the Scri- 
Pturcs, has the ſame Authority with Scripture ; for un- 
the means of Salvation* was fully perfeCted, and the 


RE WS . 
, FF... Hare 7 -" 4 A - 
x. $4, .5& A * org gd Cry va 4 j > +* "vs 
In 2+ % LSE : —_ : * 
day Ps #4 C - 
© 7 "$ 8 I EE CY 
f 7 - = . ww 
& Ro E, " EN ; ; 
LWF-ic WE HW Ao " ; " 
2 23 + * , I _— 


io, - 


- % 


- (19) 

Scriptures committed to Writing, Tradition was the 
Rule: For St. Pas! bids-T zmothy to take heed to all that 
he had received, either by word or Writing, And though 
we do not, with the Romariſts, allow Tradition to ſupplant 
the Scriptures, by giving it equal Authority with them ; 

| yet we allow much toan Apoſtolical Tradition: becauſe 
it may be neceſſary, though not abſolutely ſo, to the 
clearing. and better underſtanding of ſome intricate and 
myſterious paſſages in Scripture. And this leads me to the 
fifth particular in my Text, to wit, the principal ground 
of his Confeſſion, in theſe words, ard have hope towards 
God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a 
Reſurreition of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt. 

From which we may firſt obſerve, That Prudence and 
"Wiſdom are conſiſtent with true Religion; for you. ſee 
St.. Paul . ſays, which they themſelves alſo allow; that is, 
the Phariſees, who did believe a RefurreQion ; that by 
this means he might gain their favourable Opinion ; and 
{o divide them and the Saddxces, who did deny a Reſur- 
rection. For.God never gave a man Religion with de- 
-ſign to deprive him of the-uſe of his Reaſon, and to 
makehim a meer Natural : He that charges his Diſciples 
to be as innocent as Doves, bids them be as wiſe as Serpents, 
and bids them to beware of men that will bring them into 
their Councils; which ſhews that we mult not, with the 
Donatifts of old, and the Quakers now, court the Laſh 
and the Priſon, and ſeek for occaſions of trouble : He only 
i5 the reſolute Champien for Chr, that will neither for 
fear of ſuffering, weakly betray his Cauſe, nor out of an 
ignorant Zeal, run into needleſs dangers, | 

2. We may obſerve from hence, that the hope of the 
Reſurrection of the dead is a mot powerful Argument 
to perſwade men to believe, . embrace and: practice the 
Chriſtian Religion. For when a man ſeriouily-confiders 

' that he is not only to give an account here of what he - | 
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| | - has done, and that this life does.not ſet a period to his 

ſufferings, or rejoycings ; butthat he ſhall riſe again, and 

- undergo a new and impartial tryal, and be for ever de- 

termined ts live in eternal bliſs or miſery. This conſi- 

deration: (I ſay) as it will ' make every rational (not. to 

mention pious) man to live. holily ;. ſo it will be a great 

allay to his temporal ſufferings, to conſider that-he ſhall 

have joy iz the morning of his RefurreQtion, for the hea- 

wvineſs he endured in the »i/ght of this life : This'was the 

ground of St. Panl's free and publick confeſſion of his 

Faith: And thus I come to ſpeak of the laft particular in 

the Text, namely the effets, in theſe words, 4nd hereir 

"= ao I exerciſe my ſelf to have a Conſcience void of offente tc- 
wards God, and towards Man, 

Whence we may. obſerve, that the end of all Religions 
Knowledg is praQice: for Chriſtianity is anattive life; it 
is not to make a wry Face, and to put on a ſerious look, 
and to talk piouſly, and to breath nothing but Scripture, 
that denominates a man a true Believer; but it is an'ex- 
erciling of ones ſelf-ſo, as to keep a clear Conſcience to- 
wards God and Man. And therefore it is that St. Pazl 

. elſewhere exhorts zo preſs forwards, and ſo to' run as to 

win, and not 7o beat the Air, And our Saviour" bids 

' Met.z.8. bring forth Works meet for repentance. And that we 
| may do this, we muſt live unblameably towards God, 
b our Neighbours, and our ſelves, Tf we be defeCQtive in 
the laſt rwo, we muſt alſo be faulty in the firſt ; becauſe 
though there are ſome oftences more directly and imme- 
diately committed againſt God, than other; yet alÞ are 
"= againſt him; For as much as they are tranſgreſſions of 
x this Laws: And therefore we muſt make irrour. chief bu- 
"= >. fineſs; Firſt togive'him his due, which is honouring and 
> mvocating . his name, acknowledge all we have to pro- 
= ceecd from his free Grace; -and make him as far: as- we 
Rare ablc ſuitable returnsof:Praiſe and Thankſpiving : and 
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' ag we. muſt behave our ſelves thus towards God, foiwe * | 
muſt deal uprightly with'our Neighbours, we muſtcarry 
Hony in'our mouths, that ts, ' not injure: them with-falle 
reports, nori provoke them with bitter language, and we 
muſt carry! Charity'1n our hands, that is, relieve/them to 
our power, when their neceſſities require it, not wrong 
them by Violence or Fraud, ' not exa& upon” their! nece(- 
ſities ; and we muſt carry a good example in all our 
actions. Andlaftly, as to our ſelves, we muſt take heed 
that we abuſe not thoſe parts and indowments which 'God 
gave usto be inſtrumental to his-ſervice, by any kind of 
excels, riot, or intemperance ; we muſt keep-our ſenſes: 
well governed in great equality. The Tongue under the 
rule of diſcretion, and the Heart in a firm» peace, free 
from all {enſual diſtrating thoughts; this is the trueend 

; of believing : otherwite our aſſenting to a divine Trurh, 
is-n0- more than ſuch a faith as the Devils have, who 
believe and tremble, and are never the nearer happineſs: 
but our believing muſt inelude doing, and muſt carry a- 
long with it a conſcierce or knowledge void of offence, both 
towards God and towards*Man, And thus I have ſpoken 
what I deſigned at this time on this Subject, and ſhall 
eonclude all with one word of Application. You have . 

- heard St. Paul's Confeſſion of Faith: I befeech you ex- 
amin your ſelves, and try whether you be of his Religion 
or not; if you be, 1 entreat you praile it.- 

2. If you have a clear Conſcience, vou need not -re- 
oard the falſe-reports of others; ſor though it be a mil- 
tortune to beundeſervedly ill ſpoken of, yet it is a comfort. 
that it 1s undeſervedly.. The Bird in the Breaſt-makes 
{weeter Mulick than the Praiſes of a thouſand Faltterers. 

1 am grejved aith a Father) that-they ſpeak ill of me, and 
aſperſe me faiſly ; becauſe they injure themſelves, and not me, 


by their unc haritableneſs; for they cannot rob me of the pleas * 
fare which aclear Conſcience continnalipadminiſters to me> "a8 
| & + 7 July: 
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tus the 
r/a-119-Ward of God:; that will beta Z4»thorn to thy feet, and: a 
Light to thy paths: and therefore do not imagine, that 
thecarrying of your- Bible to Church, and turning; over 
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- Laſtly, That all of us may. have this clear. Conſcience, 
| {ure, with St. Paxlto;walk by ? the -Rule,/:the 


the leaves, and reading it careleily, is all that is required 
of you ;. but be ſure you xrattiſe what you read, and 
gompare.your ations with that Rule, - and make them 
conformable to it : this will make you not only Profeſ- 
ſors of St. Panls Faith, but allo parrakers of his Happineſs, 
where we ſhall ſee the Face of the living God clearly, 
and at the full, where the Beauties ſhall have no Yeils 
to hide them from our eyes, our Beings {hall have no eng, 
our Knowledge ſhall not be ſubject to error, nor our Loves 


. todiſpleaſure. O!-what an exceſs of happineſs will it 
be, to enjoy all, and to deſire nothing, to be a King 


withoutan Enemy, to be rich without Covetouſneſs, and 
to be ever living without tear of Death; all which, God 
of his infinite Mercy vouchſafe unto' us all, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom, with the Father, and 
the holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, now and for 
ever, Amen.. 


